The Hired Hands

The Hired Hands Band is an acoustic ensemble, hailing from America’s heartland. The band draws from a salty mix of
musical interests to produce an eclectic sound that is truly American. The band’s repertoire weaves in and out of many
genres, including Blues, Folk, Country, Roots Rock and R&B.

The Hired Hands (left to right): Bill “Willy T” Rose; Bill Hughes; Laura Allison-Nicol; Bob Allison; Tim Cooper; Dale Hein.

Introducing the Hired Hands Band
Bob Allison sings and plays acoustic guitar for the Hired
Hands. Over the past three decades, he has done the same
for a wide variety of Country/Rock and Bluegrass bands
in the area, most notably the Bluegrass group, Heartland.
As a member of the Moody Coyotes, Bob demonstrated an
affinity for singer-songwriters of the Folk and Country
traditions – interest and talent that are wonderfully
compatible with the Hired Hands repertoire.

Bill Hughes is the most schooled musician in the Hired
Hands. His band mates often rely upon his expertise to
help break down and analyze music when learning new
material. Bill learned to play the trombone in his formative
years, and eventually chose bass guitar as his instrument
of choice. Bill is also the bassist for Kalamazoo favorite,
Seventh Son Blues Band. Many moons ago, he also played
regularly with another local Blues band, Black Cat Bone.
Mr. Hughes has also been known to dip his toes into the
Rock, Country and Surf genres too. This versatility makes
him a perfect fit for Hired Hands.

Travelogue
Laura Allison-Nicol, Bob’s daughter, learned to sing
around the campfire. She was heavily influenced by her
Dad’s taste in music. About the time Bob, Dale, and Bill
were forming the band that would evolve into the Hired
Hands, Laura was singing harmonies for an Alt-Country
band in Chicago, called the New 65’s. After sitting in
with the Hired Hands here and there for a few years, she
decided to formally join in 2015. Her beautiful voice and
contributions on the banjo have added new dimensions to
the band.
Dale Hein, another veteran musician from Kalamazoo,
sings and plays harmonica. In 2010, he ended a 9-year stint
with the Blue Moon Blues Band and became a founding
member of the Hired Hands. Prior to Blue Moon, Dale
played with a several bands in the area, mainly in the Blues
genre. He also owned and operated a used record shop in
downtown, Kalamazoo during the late 70’s and early 80’s.
It is therefore no coincidence that Dale has a huge music
collection to complement his eclectic taste in music!
Tim Cooper plays drums and percussion. His musical roots
are solidly planted in 70’s Rock, but he was also strongly
influenced by the Alt-Country music of the 1990’s. Tim
likes to tell the story about quitting 8th grade band as an act
of defiance, then spending the next 25 years regretting it.
He credits his oldest son (a drummer as well) for providing
the inspiration to begin playing music again. In 2003 Tim
joined 2nd Shift – a Classic Rock cover band in Kalamazoo
– as percussionist. He connected with Dale, Bob and Bill in
2010, soon after they had formed Hein, Hughes & Allison –
shortly thereafter, the band became the Hired Hands.
Bill “Willy T” Rose, along with fellow Hired Hand
Bob Allison, was also a founding member of the Moody
Coyotes. Willy T plays a mean Boogie Woogie style piano.
He is proficient in multiple“roots” traditions, including
Country, Swing, Bluegrass, Old Time, Irish and Cajun. Did
we mention that this guy can sing? Willy T can belt out
some mighty fine Jump Blues vocals. We dare you to sit
still when T is in the house!

The Hired Hands have played at many popular events and
venues around the west Michigan area, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Old Dog Tavern, Kalamazoo
Webster’s Prime at the Radisson Hotel, Kalamazoo
The Union Cabaret & Grille, Kalamazoo
Mixer on the Mall, Kalamazoo
Bilbo’s, Kalamazoo
The Salt of the Earth, Fennville
New Holland Brewing Company, Holland
Louie’s Trophy House, Kalamazoo
Black River Tavern, South Haven
Boatyard Brewing Co, Kalamazoo
Bell’s Eccentric Cafe, Kalamazoo
Round Barn Winery, Baroda
Virtue Cider Mill, Fennville
Fretboard Festival, Kalamazoo

More Info
Check out the official Hired Hands website at:
www.thehiredhandsband.com. Here you will find a “press
kit” page that includes audio and video samples, as well as
photos, posters and related promotional materials.
The band is also on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/hiredhandsband.
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